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Two  or  three  weeks  ago  I  mentioned  a  new  bulletin,  just  off  the  press,  on 
farmhouse  plans.    And  as  I  remember  I  told  you  that  anyone  interested  in  building 
a  farm  home  or  remodeling  the  one  he  had  would  find  this  interesting  reading. 
Winter  may  not  be  the  best  season  of  the  year  for  building  but  it's  a  good  time 
to  read  about  building  and  to  make  plans. 

Well,  from  all  appearances  many  1  7  you  agree  with  me,  for  already  many 
requests  for  the  bulletin  have  come  in.     So  I  think  you'll  be  interested  in  hearin 
more  about  the  planning  helps  available  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  and 
from  the  State  colleges  to  the  farm  families  who  would  like  to  improve  their  homes 

Ho  doubt,  you  remember  about  the  Farm  Housing  Survey  conducted  last  winter. 
The  11  surveyors"  collected  housing  information  in  352  counties  in  M-6  States.  Six 
hundred  and  thirty  thousand  farm  families  reported  to  them  on  the  condition  of 
their  homes.     Well,  this  country  has  aoout  six  and  a  quarter  million  farm  homes. 
And  on  the  basis  of  the  survey  reports,   engineers  estimate  that  about  half  of 
them  are  in  fairly  good  structural  condition.    Of  course,  many  farm  houses  are 
poorly  arranged  and  lack  modern  conveniences,  but,  at  least  half  of  the  houses 
are  reasonably  sound.    That  speaks  well  both  for  the  men  who  built  them  and  for 
the  owners  who  have  taken  care  of  them  during  these  difficult  years. 

About  one  house  out  of  every  six  needs  to  be  repls-ced  rather  than  repaired; 
repair  would  cost  too  much  to  be  worth  while  and  would  be  unsatisfactory  anyway. 
Two  farm  houses  out  of  six  need  rather  extensive  repairs  to  their  structures;  they 
need  new  foundations,  perhaps,  or  new  roofs  or  floors  or  complete  refinishing 
inside,  or  new  outside  walls.    Five  farm  homes  out  of  six  have  no  modern  plumbing 
nor  heating  equipment  and  no  electricity. 

Of  course,  the  engineers  and  home  economists  and  architects, who  studied 
the  results  of  the  survey,  know  that  just  now  not  many  farmers  have  the  means  to 
replace  a  badly  run-do wn  house  or  repair  one  that  needs  repair.    But  the  aim  of 
the  survey  was  to  find  what  they  need  to  do  to  improve  their  homes  when  they  have 
the  funds  or  when  they  feel  justified  in  borrowing. 

At  the  time  farm  families  reported  their  plans  to  the  surveyors,  they 
didn't  feel  they  could  do  more  than  a  small  part  of  what  they'd  like  to  do  in  the 
way  of  improving  their  homes  or  buildings.    For  example,   in  place  of  the  million 
new  farm  homes  that  could  well  be  built,  farmers  are  only  planning  a  quarter  of  a 
million  new  homes  in  the  next  three  years.     And  instead  of  spending  the  average 
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amount  of  $500,   estimated  as  necessary  for  repair,  the  average  farm  family  was 
planning  to  spend  only  about  $2^  this  year,    nevertheless,  mans'  people  who  haven't 
the  money  just  now  are  thinking  about  how  they  will  build  or  remodel  later  on. 
And  the  Federal  Housing  Administration  program  will  help  in  many  of  these  cases. 

Well,  whether  you're  going  to  build  right  away  or  whether  you're  doing  a 
little  thinking  or  dreaming  about  it  in  the  future,  you'll  be  interested  in  hearing 
how  the  farcahouse  plans  were  worked  out  for  the  new  bulletin.    Even  if  you  live  in 
the  city  and  don't  plan  a  house  in  the  country,  you'll  find  many  practical 
features  in  these  plans  that  will  apply  to  any  moderate-priced  home.    For  the  firs? 
time  in  our  history  home  economists,  agricultural  engineers  and  architects  in  the 
Government  joined  hands  in  planning  houses.    The  group  did  part  of  the  work  in 
Washington  and  part  at  sixteen  State  agricultural  colleges.    And  they  worked  out 
more  than  100  plans  for  low-cost,  well-designed  houses  of  different  sizes  and 
styles  that  would  be  suitable  in  the  differnt  climates  of  this  country.    Then  they 
chose  40  of  these  plans  to  put  into  the  new  bulletin. 

They  tried  to  make  each  house  plan  give  the  farm  family  the  utmost  in 
comfort  and  beauty  for  each  dollar  spent.    You'll  be  interested  in  the  unique  way 
they  went  about  it.    They  planned  each  home  around  the  back  door  and  the  kitchen. 
You  see,   the  back  door  is  the  main  entrance  to  the  farm  house,  and  the  kitchen  is 
its  most  important  room.     So  they  started  by  placing  the  rear  entrance  where  it 
would  be  convenient  to  the  driveway  and  the  path  to  the  barn.    Then,  they  arranged 
the  inside  of  the  house  so  that  when  the  men  came  in,   they  could  leave  their 
wraps  and  could  wash  up  without  making  disorder  and  confusion  in  the  kitchen,  or 
getting  in  the  housewife's  way  as  she  prepared  the  meal.    All  of  the  kitchen 
plans  have  the  stove  and  work  table  and  sin].:  grorped  so  they  are  handy  to  each 
other  and  to  the  dining  table.    And  the  kitchen  doors  all  stand  out  of  the  main 
line  of  kitchen-work  traffic,   so  the  men  or  the  children  won't  have  to  get  in  the 
busy  part  of  the  room  when  they  come  in  and  get  ready  for  meals.    This  same 
principle  of  keeping  traffic  paths  where  they  won't  interfere  with  the  use  of  the 
room  is  followed  all  through  the  house. 

Well,  here  are  some  other  things  the  planners  tried  to  do.    They  included 
plenty  of  storage  space  even  in  the  very  small  homes  —  plenty  of  room  for  keeping 
food  properly  and  for  kitchen  equipment,  and  plenty  of  clothes  and  storage 
closets  for  the  family. 

Half  of  the  plans  are  for  houses  that  can  grow  with  the  family,  are  arrange 
so  that  two  to  four  additional  rooms  can  go  on  when  needed  without  disturbing  the 
arrangement  of  the  house. 

Well,  now  suppose  a  farm  family  is  intending  to  build  a  new  house  in  the 
spring.    How  best  can  they  make  use  of  this  bulletin?     Well,   it  contains  only 
sketches  and  floor  plans  of  the  40  farm  homes.     It  does  not  contain  complete  draw- 
ings for  the  carpenter.     So  the  way  to  use  the  bulletin  is  first  to  study  it  and 
decide  on  which  plan  best  fits  the  location  and  purse;  then  get  the  complete 
drawings.    The  Department  of  Agriculture  doesn't  issue  the  blueprints  of  the 
working  drawings,  but  it  has  given  one  copy  of  each  set  to  each  State  college. 
The  college  extension  service  then  uses  these  drawings  to  make  blueprints  for  thos 
who  want  them.     Farm  families  may  write  their  State  agricultural  college  for  the 
blueprints  to  the  plan  they  intend  to  use.    They  can  have  these  bluom-ints  at  cost 
that's  about  15  cents  a  sheet.    The  drawings  for  most  houses  take  up  3  or  4  sheets 
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